
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

May 4, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 

roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney 
Jason Allen  

Donovan Gardner     
Paul Detrick     
Gaye Burton    

    
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 

Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  134-2022 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  

 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Questioned the need for these ordinances and stated 
this is a lot of money to be appropriating. Mr. Hornickel explained the shopping center 

ordinance and the need to borrow the money to pay the anticipated judgement. Advised that 
the trial had been postponed several times because of COVID. Stated that we took ownership 

of the center in 2018 and we now have to pay the remaining balance due. Ms. Forman asked 
if this would add to our debt. Mr. Hornickel advised that yes we would be taking on more 

debt, however we have an active offer on this center which would cover a large portion of 
this. Ms. Forman asked if this property would be turned into a Wawa. Mayor Patriarca stated 
that they are still discussing what will go in there and that Wawa is still a part of the 

discussion at this point.  

 

Jack Tompkins, Pemberton – 1. Questioned Resolution 142-2022 and what the price was. 

Mr. Hornickel advised that the contract is with Premier Technology and that they have been 
great and really helped the Police Department and us. Noted that the amount we are 

extending is 3% percent for July 1, 2022, 3% percent for July 1, 2023. Noted that the Local 
Public Contracts Law allows for extensions at the consumer price index which is bananas 

right now. Mr. Tompkins stated he worked in technology for 30 years and knows what he is 
saying. Stated he is assuming this is IT. Mr. Hornickel confirmed that it was and that they are 
on-site one day a week, with availability 24/7. Stated that they also provide data storage.  

 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 

comment.  
   

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 
 
Councilman Gardner asked to pull Resolution 137-2022. Councilman Detrick asked to pull 

Resolution 139-2022. Council President Burton pulled Resolution 147-2022.   

 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
   

  135-2022 Authorizes various routine refunds in the amount of $1,545.00. 

 

  136-2022 Appointment Members to the Veteran’s Advisory Committee. 



  137-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  138-2022 Requests permission from the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of 

Workplace Standards, to conduct a public fireworks display at the 2022 Pemberton 

Township Water Carnival.  

 

  139-2022 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 

  140-2022 Authorizes the Mayor to compromise and execute a discharge of mortgage and note 

for the premises known as 100 Hunter Blvd., Block 273, Lot 65 in the Township of 

Pemberton. 

 

  141-2022 Authorizes the application for and accepting of funds from the N.J. Division of 

Highway Traffic Safety in the amount of $7,000.00 for Seat Belt Overtime 

Enforcement.   

 

  142-2022 Authorizes two, one year contract extensions with Premier Technology Solutions, 

LLC, for Technology Consulting Services.  

 

  143-2022 Cancel funded appropriation balances on certain bond ordinances previously adopted 

for capital improvement projects in the total amount of $15,185.00. 

 

  144-2022 Amends the 2022 Temporary Operating Budget pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20.  

 

  145-2022 Authorizes the Township Chief Financial Officer to deposit premium lien funds bid for 

38 North Roads, Certificate Number 17-00533 to the Township Miscellaneous 

Revenue Not Anticipated Account.  

 

  146-2022 Authorizes the Township Chief Financial Officer to deposit premium lien funds paid 

for Certificate Number 2006049 to the Township Miscellaneous Revenue Not 

Anticipated Account.  

 

 Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes;  
McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

  RESOLUTIONS 

   

  137-2022 Authorizes an agreement to use Treasure Island for the 2022 Pemberton 

Township Water Carnival. Pulled from the Consent Agenda 

 
Councilman Gardner commented on the Water Carnival being such a big event for the town 

and thanked the Pepe family for offering their property for the fireworks display.  
 

Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve Resolution 137-2022. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes;  
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
  139-2022 Authorizes a contract with ARH Associates for engineering and 

environmental services for Athletic Field Lighting in an amount not to 

exceed $36,500.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda 
 

Councilman Detrick noted that this is for the Engineer’s to design lighting for the football  
field and two additional baseball fields. Questioned if this was an addition or replacement  
lighting. Mr. Hornickel advised that this was a Green Acres Grant and would provide up to  

$900,000.00 for putting lighting on the four fields. Stated there is no lighting at the Nesbit 
location now so those would be new and that the lighting at the baseball field would be 

replaced with LED lighting. Mr. Hornickel confirmed that this was a price match and that 
approximately 75% percent of the cost would be covered through the grant. 

 
Motion by Detrick and Gardner to approve Resolution 139-2022. Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

2022 BUDGET 

 
 Public Hearing on 2022 Introduced Budget. 

 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for Public Comment on 

the Budget.  
 

Jack Tompkins, Pemberton – 1. Commented on the introduced budget and when it 

was posted. Mrs. Cosnoski advised that it was just posted on the website today, but 
that it had been advertised as required and that the public had access by calling, 

emailing or coming in, to obtain a copy. Advised that there was also a public copy at 
the municipal building for review. Mr. Tompkins advised that many people do not 



come into the office because of COVID. Mrs. Cosnoski stated that a copy could have 
been emailed to anyone that requested it. Councilman Allen added that there was 

also a presentation of the budget at the B.M.I.A building.  
 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Questioned if there was a debt repayment plan 
in this budget. Mayor Patriarca stated that he believes the repayment was $1.6 

million dollars and is on sheet 30 of the budget.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, Council President Burton closed this 

portion of the meeting. 
 

 147-2022 Authorizes amendment to Introduced 2022 Budget. 
   

Council President Burton asked for more information on this Resolution. Mr. 
Hornickel advised that we do not have approval yet from the Division of Local 
Government Services to adopt. Noted that this Resolution was to amend the budget. 

Advised that we had developed a very good Tax Collector who has since resigned. 
Noted that they have been negotiating a Shared Service Agreement with another 

municipality for a Tax Collector to be here at least 20 hours a week. Advised that in 
order to do that we would have to reallocate money from the salary and wage line in 

the Tax Collector Budget to the Other Expense line and the amendment provides for 
the demonstration of how that would impact what is inside and outside of the CAPS. 
Noted that this would not affect revenues or the tax levy. Stated that we have not 

been able to finalize a deal with another town yet and are still negotiating, so the 
Auditor went back to the DLGS and explained to them what was happening and 

they stated that if we are able to enter into a Shared Service agreement before the 
next meeting, will allow us to enter into what is called a Title and Text Resolution to 

change the budget. Commented that it is not something that happens frequently and 
is very similar to a budget amendment with the only change being you are only 
changing the allocation in a department. Stated he hopes this clarified this 

Resolution and the reason why we do not need this after all. Council President 
Burton questioned if Council should be concerned with the amount of resignations. 

Mr. Hornickel advised that there was no specific concern to present to Council.  
 

Resolution 147-2022 was not acted on and died for the lack of a motion.  
  

 ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

 ADOPTION 

  
 ORDINANCE NO. 9-2022 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AMENDING CHAPTER 

190 OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE, ENTITLED “ZONING”. The Public Hearing was held at the April 

20th, 2022 meeting and then tabled until this meeting. .  

 
Mr. Hornickel advised that at the public hearing Council voted to carry this Ordinance to give 

time to receive the comments from the Planning Board. Noted that he had received 
correspondence from them and went through the items listed in the letter. Explained the 
different classes of motor homes and the variations in size and length. Stated that when he 

drafted this he went with the Class C information and noted that having a 36’ foot RV in your 
yard is a significantly large vehicle as a school bus is 35’ to 37’ feet long. Suggested that 

Council adopt this Resolution as it is and amend it at a later date of it is not working. Noted 
that the Board recommended a local registration process providing stickers to be displayed on 

trailers, boats, watercraft, travel trailers, campers and RV’s. Stated this would also require a 
sketch showing where the object would be parked on the property. Noted that when you talk 
about issuing stickers it would have to be done every single year and be in line with their 

registrations dates. Advised this would require changing the sticker color every year and 
purchasing the equipment to make the stickers. Noted the various challenges including 

counterfeit stickers. Sated that he does not recommend the sticker registration. Commented 
on vehicles being operable or in-operable and the challenges with this. Advised that the Board 

recommended greater setbacks on larger lots and a schedule similar to what was done with 
the shed ordinance. Noted that he felt we already met this standard and does not feel it needs 
to be more complicated than it needs to be. Explained that the Board indicated that Council 

should consider a range of requirements for smaller lots. Noted that if Council wants to 
consider this he would recommend the opposite approach and say that on a 6,000 square foot 

lot you cannot occupy more than 3,000 square feet to make it simple. Discussed 
miscellaneous types of trailers and gave examples of what the board suggested. Noted that 

they did get the perspective of the Code Enforcement Division in writing this ordinance which 
was another suggestion of the Board. Noted the 6 to 8 month grace period suggestion before 



enforcement begins. Noted that the 3rd quarter Township Newsletter would have information 
in there for residents to note these changes. Further discussed the various recommendations 

made by the Board in their letter. Council President Burton noted that she felt that the 
concern for an inoperable vehicle was that it be covered. Councilwoman McCartney stated 

that this ordinance has been looked at, reviewed and revised and knows that we have the 
option of changing it. Stated she also knows that we have eyesores that need to be addressed, 

but feels that we should review this, make the changes and then adopt it. Stated she feels that 
some of the restrictions on the motor homes need to be addressed. Questioned if there was a 
standard grace period in Code Enforcement. Mr. Hornickel stated that often times lawmakers 

make laws and people are unaware of those laws so he feels it is important to give notice to 
the people through various means and then holding them accountable. Advised that the 

newsletter goes to every single household. Mr. Hornickel explained the process of issuing 
notices of violations. Discussion ensued on the length and size of motor homes in the class C 

category. Council President Burton stated we are not going to be able to meet every single 
need in this ordinance and feels if we use this as is, it will meet most of the needs. 
Councilman Gardner stated that the recommendations made by the Board are good for a 

smaller community but here, everything is spread out and noted the issues with having a 
sticker program. Agreed that we cannot go up and down in sizes for the RV’s and thinks that 

everything should be done for the majority of the township. Commented on the grace period 
and that if you have a trailer or motor home you should be paying attention to what is going 

on. Noted that we cannot spoon feed everything to everyone. Added that the newsletter is 
great and has a lot of information in there. Councilwoman McCartney noted her concerns 
with the sizes for the motor homes. Discussion ensued on not being able to accommodate 

everything for everyone. Council President Burton questioned if there could still be an 
internal registration. Mr. Hornickel advised on the concerns with doing this and the lack of 

software to enforce this. Councilman Detrick stated that these will be parked in rear or side 
yards only. Noted that the most important thing to him was not the size but the setbacks. 

Stated he does like the grace period to give people a chance. Mr. Bayer confirmed that 
changes to the sizes would require re-advertising and an additional public hearing. Discussion 
ensued on making possible changes and if should change now or later if necessary. 

Councilwoman McCartney noted that she knows that this is a process but that they do have 
the recommendations from the Planning Board that should be considered. Councilman Allen 

noted that if the ordinance is passed and another issue comes up it can be changed at that 
time. Added that there is always going to be a larger trailer and a bigger shed.  Stated he does 

like the grace period. Councilwoman McCartney stated that there will be an issue with the 
height. Discussion ensued on the height and length of the RV’s.  
 

 Motion by Detrick and Gardner to adopt Ordinance 9-2022. Detrick, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  

 
Council President Burton questioned how Code Enforcement would deal with the registration 

part. Mr. Hornickel explained that this ordinance was to address oversized vehicles being 
parked in people’s lots, expressly commercial vehicles being used for business purposes. 
Stated it would not be hard to determine the size limits and that people would be given a 

grace period to find a new place to park these items.  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 10-2022 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 190 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP  

OF PEMBERTON IMPLEMENTING CHANGES TO THE CANNABIS ZONING 
 REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY WITH THE PINELANDS  
COMMISSION COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public hearing.  

 

Jack Tompkins, Pemberton – 1. Noted his concerns as retired military and the changes from 

the State and the base not allowing it as they are governed by the Federal Government. 
Questioned if we are in the Pinelands and that is a Federal Preservation how we can have 
cannabis. Mr. Bayer advised that Pemberton Township is not in a Federal Preservation. 

Stated that our ordinances have to be in compliance with the Pinelands Comprehensive 
Management Plan. Stated that when the Council introduced the ordinance it gets sent to the 

Pinelands because it is a zoning ordinance and then they provide us with changes. In order for 
Council to adopt this ordinance Council has to incorporate the Pinelands changes. Stated that 

he is right that cannabis is still a controlled dangerous substance under Federal Law but that 
we are not authorizing the use of cannabis and we do not regulate the base. Discussion 
ensued on the status of the property being controlled by Pinelands. Councilman Detrick 

commented that he believes the designation is more just an eighth wonder of the world type 
status. Councilman Gardner stated that if it is based under Federal guidelines and he is sure 

that anything federally operated cannot be included. Discussion ensued on what can and 



cannot be done on the base versus off the base.  
 

Michelle Forman, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on being allowed to grow it on your own 
property. Mr. Bayer advised that this ordinance has nothing to do with growing it on your 

own property as that is illegal. Councilman Detrick stated that they were talking about the 
State cannabis laws or if Federal laws apply in the Pinelands. Mr. Bayer reiterated the State 

Statute and how it regulates the cannabis business. Ms. Forman questioned when the 
businesses would begin operating. Mr. Bayer explained that you have to have a license from 
the State to operate and they have a lot of applications across the State and have authorized 

only 7 retail facilities across the State and have a long ways to go. Commented that unless the 
Council adopts this ordinance tonight incorporating the Pinelands changes, we will not have 

any cannabis business here in Pemberton because it will not be a permitted use unless it is 
adopted. Mr. explained the process so far leading up to this ordinance. Discussion ensued on 

the different cannabis businesses and where they can be located.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 

public.  
 

Motion by Gardner and Detrick to adopt Ordinance 10-2022. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 
Allen, no; McCartney, yes; Burton, no. Motion carried.  

 

 ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 12-2022   

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS 2022 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ACQUISITIONS, BY AND IN THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING 
$1,778,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,692,500 BOND 

OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS THEREOF. 
 

Councilman Allen questioned what the garbage trucks would be used for. Mayor Patriarca 
advised that we have been working on a plan to collect our own trash in town and we can do 
it cheaper. Further explained that the cost up front would be considerable and that what we 

are paying now is a lot. Noted the tipping fees will not go away but that the contract would go 
away. Advised that the type of system we are looking to go to would be a one bin collection 

and only one person would have to operate the truck. Explained that the other trucks would 
still need to be accessible for leaf pickup or bulk pickup. Advised that it is getting very 

expensive. Noted other towns are having challenges with even getting bidders to bid on the 
trash hauling. Stated that they do not see this getting any better and feels we can do this like 
we did with road paving. Councilman Allen questioned if it would be for the entire Township 

and still be twice a week. Mayor Patriarca confirmed that to be correct. Councilman Allen 
asked about the roadway striping and who would be doing this work. Mayor Patriarca 

advised this would be done through a State contract. Councilman Allen questioned what the 
Roadway Assessment Plan consisted of. Mayor Patriarca advised that we have been looking 

at this for several years now trying to get this going. Noted we did it many years ago and are 
due for another one. Stated that they want to go out and get a complete analysis of the 

conditions of the roads so that we can prioritize and get things in an updated order on how we 

want to address the deficiencies in the Township roadways here. Noted that the County 
roadways are not our responsibility. Councilman Allen questioned the section 20 costs and 

the lack of a description. Mayor Patriarca advised that these are soft costs for Engineering and 
all the professional fees and the other things that we have to pay for. Council President 

Burton questioned when they are proposing we make this change with the trucks. Mr. 
Hornickel advised that the reason they are asking to purchase these trucks now is because it 
will give them approximately 18 months of lead time. Stated that the contract expires in about 

two years from now and they would like to get the trash trucks on sire and acclimate drivers 
with the routes. Council President Burton asked if we would need to hire drivers for the 

trucks. Mr. Hornickel advised that we would. Councilman Gardner questioned if they would 
hire from within the Township. Mr. Hornickel stated that would be the preference. 

Councilman Detrick questioned if the three trucks would be the full fleet. Mr. Hornickel 
advised that two trucks would be collecting trash Monday through Friday every week with 
the third truck being for bulk collection, leaf pick up, or for use when one of the other trucks is 

in for maintenance. Councilman Gardner asked if we were having trouble getting people to 
get there CDL license. Mayor Patriarca advised that it is a problem throughout many 

municipalities getting individuals that have a CDL. Noted that we used to be able to send 
them from here once we hired them, but the cost has risen to $5,000 for the training. Mr. 

Hornickel stated that you now have to send them to a formal driving school so that is why the 
cost has risen. 



Motion by Allen and McCartney to introduce Ordinance 10-2022 with a public hearing to be 
held at the May 18, 2022 meeting. Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 

Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-2022 
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 

FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES, BY AND IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, IN THE COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING $2,130,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $2,028,500 BOND OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE 
PART OF THE COSTS THEREOF. 

 
Mr. Hornickel provided corrections for some of the figures in sections 1, 2 and 3 be 

substituted as follows, instead of reading $2,130,000 it should read $2,300,000. Noted that 
instead of $101,500 it should read $115,000 for the down payment. Stated that lastly instead 
of reading $2,028,500 it should be $2,185,000 for the principal amount. Provided a 

background for this ordinance explaining that in 2018 the Council approved the 
condemnation of the Browns Mills Shopping Center along with the deposit of $920,000 into 

the Superior Court Trust account to represent what our appraisers told us to be the fair market 
value of the center as of the date of condemnation being in 2018. Noted that subsequently the 

attorney for the prior owner filed a motion at the County with the Court alleging that the 
evaluation date should not be that date but the date that the Council declared this an area in 
need of redevelopment in 1994. Mr. Bayer added that they strenuously objected this motion 

and ultimately Judge Bookbinder found that under the eminent domain law, the date of 
valuation can be the date declared in which this case was January 27, 1994. Mr. Hornickel 

advised that we had put $100,000 into the capital improvement fund because we knew we 
would have to go through this trial. Noted that our appraiser came in at about $2.2 million 

dollars and their appraiser came in at about $4.8 million dollars. Further explained the 
process and the delays of the court due to COVID. Noted that Mr. Bayer was able to persuade 
the prior property owner’s attorney to go through an arbitration proceeding with a retired 

assignment Judge. This occurred and the Judge ruled that the value of the property including 
all of the furniture and fixtures was about $2.94 million dollars. Stated it sounds like we had 

enough to cover however we then are on the hook for interest back to 2018 and therein lies 
the need for the corrections.  

 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to introduce Ordinance 13-2022. McCartney, yes; 
Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 4/27/2022. 

 
Motion by Gardner and Detrick to approve the Bill List. Gardner, yes; Detrick, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes with the exception of any and all bills pertaining to the NJ State 

Police or the Attorney General's office; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  
 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor David Patriarca reported: Wanted to compliment the Recreation Department on all 
of the excellent work they have been doing. Commented on the Eggstravaganza Event had 

over 400 people in attendance. Commented that they just completed the community yard 
sale. Noted that last year there were about 7 vendors selling and this year there were over 30. 
Noted that the Director also directs the Senior Center and that they continue to get new 

seniors signing up every day. Stated that the programs that she is having over there are 
phenomenal. Advised that he just reviewed the gazette that they just put together for this 

month and there are so many activities there. Asked that all use precaution as it is fire season 
and our fire fighters have been out there fighting fires. Noted that no one should be throwing 

cigarettes out a car window. Gave kudos to the people in Public Works for the work they are 
doing to spruce up the place with the flowers out front. Commented that in a couple weeks it 
will really just look like a bouquet of flowers out there.  

 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Reminded Council that the Pemberton Township Volunteer Fire 
Company is celebrating its 100 year anniversary on Saturday, May 21st. Commented that if 

there are any ideas for sponsorships to please provide them as quickly as possible. Noted that 



this event will be at the Country Lakes Firehouse. Provided Council a brief update as the 
Burlington County Joint Insurance Fund had a conference all day yesterday and a large 

portion of it involved discussion about cyber security protocols. Advised that through our 
participation in the BURLCO JIF, we have access to a cyber-security consultant who arranges 

for private companies to do network penetration tests on our website, our network and to 
send phishing emails to try and dupe employees into clicking on malicious email messages. 

Noted that is done to determine our vulnerabilities. Stated that we just had this testing and we 
had 3 findings of things that were in a medium category and were fixed quickly with 
everything else being good. Commented that our technology consultant has been doing good 

and doing what he needs to do to keep our network safe. Noted that we are at a Tier 3 
municipal excess liability joint insurance fund requirement which is the highest right now. 

Noted that this means that our network is as secure as the recommended protocols are. 
Advised that this is important because if we are hacked and it takes down our network, our 

deductible is $100,000 plus 10% co-insurance which shows how insane the cyber security 
liability market has become. Noted that because we are a Tier 3, our deductible is only 
$20,000 which is more manageable. Noted that one of neighbors not far away suffered a 

breach and were rendered cripple for three weeks. Advised on some of the issues they faced 
and that they asked for our company’s information. Extended his appreciation to Council for 

approving the Resolution to extend our current consultants contract for two more years. 
Stated that our information is backed up and stored with this company and they would be 

able to get us back up and running within 48 to 72 hours as opposed to six weeks or months.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Councilman Gardner – Asked Administration if it was possible to get a vegetable planting 
area in the town for residents. Mayor Patriarca stated that he believes that the school had a 

vision for that at one point for community gardening. Councilwoman McCartney noted that 
at the High School there is a greenhouse. Mayor Patriarca advised that he has seen in other 

communities where there is a plot of land that people can go out and maintain daily, but he 
does not know where we could do something like this on Township property. Councilman 

Gardner stated that it could be used for the Christian Caring Center or for people that do not 
have lots to plant. Councilwoman McCartney noted that she thinks it is a great idea but 
requires a lot of planning. Stated that when she was visiting her son out west, his community 

has one. Councilman Gardner stated that maybe next year they could get help from the 
Recreation Center. Mayor Patriarca advised that the ones he has seen have had water supply 

to be able to obtain water. Stated he thinks that it would be greener if they came up with rain 
barrels to store water. Commented it would take a plan but is not a bad idea. Councilwoman 

McCartney stated that it requires a core group of residents, community involvement an 
committed volunteers. Councilman Gardner questioned if Recreation could coordinate an 
over 55 softball team. Mayor Patriarca stated that this would put more stress on our 

emergency services but that there is a co-ed volleyball that is beginning in town. Discussion 
ensued on various leagues that used to be around. Councilwoman McCartney advised that 

anew resident moved in and was working with Kenny Willitts to start a volleyball league. 
Councilman Gardner asked if it was possible to put important information at the top of the 

website. Mayor Patriarca advised that first three buttons are for important need to know 
information. Councilman Gardner noted that the payment center in the lobby is great. Mayor 

Patriarca noted that he has looked into other systems but that it is very expensive. Stated that 

there are more user friendly models but again is very expensive. Council President Burton 
asked how many people have used it. Mayor Patriarca stated we will try to see if we can run a 

report. Noted that part of the reason for putting it in was the requirement of the courts to have 
an online payment system and we expanded it to all of our bills. Councilman Gardner stated 

that there is an easier program called Easy Code.  
 

Councilman Detrick – Thanked everyone for coming out and for their comments and insight. 

Asked all to have a good night.  

 

Councilwoman McCartney – Thanked the residents for sharing their concerns. Thanked 

Council, Administration and Mr. Hornickel for working through the ordinance and 
answering the questions to help them decide what is best for the Township. Thanked the 

Mayor for coming to the B.M.I.A building on a Sunday to present the budget. Noted that the 
front area where the flower are is only one area out of many that Public Works has been 
dedicated to keeping nice and clean. Commented that during the pandemic there was a lot of 

work done on the infrastructure and there were no job lay-offs. Stated it is all coming together 
and it is obvious when we look at our parks. Stated that every park she has gone to is clean, 

neat and beautiful. Advised that today on her way home she saw a few employees working at 
the memorial by the yellow bank and she could tell how committed they were to improving 

our community. Thanked the Mayor for including the triangle in the mulching as it looks 
wonderful. Stated the B.M.I.A will be planting flowers tomorrow. Asked all to have a good 



night. Councilman Gardner questioned if there was any information on Memorial Day. 
Mayor Patriarca stated they are still working through the details. Noted he met with some of 

the Veterans and there will possibly be a Memorial Service on that day since they have a 
limited timeframe to work with. Advised that they are working through the logistics to get 

things in order to see if they can pull this off and will have more details at the next meeting. 
Mayor Patriarca advised Council that when they are ready to get rid of the infrastructure 

around the dais, to let him know and he will be glad to remove it.   

 

Councilman Allen – Reminded all that New Jersey’s plastic bag ban went into effect today. 
Asked Administration to look into having a dog park at one of the Township parks. 

Questioned if there were any plans to stripe the Mirror Lake Beach and basketball parking lot. 
Mayor Patriarca advised that he just received the plan for this and believe that it is being 

contracted out because it is a whole lay out. Stated that we have the equipment to restripe but 
not to do a layout. Noted the work that was done in the municipal parking lot.  

 

Council President Burton – Thanked everyone for coming out and sharing their concerns 
and questions. Thanked Administration for always being proactive in our township and 

everything that we are doing. Thanked her colleagues for always working well together. 
Wished all a happy Mother’s Day. Will see all in two weeks.  

 

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:13 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
 

 
 

Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


